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Abstract. The paper presents a review of the Moldovan regulatory framework and the authority implementing it, as well the main principles guiding the authorization process. The interaction of the regulatory body with scientific infrastructure is assured through consultative radiation protection committee under the Government. Also are presents the national priority in nuclear and radiation technologies.
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Relevant practices. At present time the Republic of Moldova has no operational power or research reactors and currently has no plans for the construction of the nuclear power plant. But the problem may be reviewing, because there is strong dependence of the country’s economy on the import of energetic resources. 

In the Chisinau (capital of the country) there is a central radioactive waste disposal facility for law and intermediate level waste. In country there are calcium brick extraction mines and underground vine stores characterized with high Radon concentration.

The major users of radiation ionizing sources are in medicine and include about 80 X-ray units, 8 teletherapy units and 3 nuclear medicine laboratories. Industrial and research area include 17 laboratories handling unsealed sources, 15 industrial radiography units and about 1000 sources used in industry and scientific research. Above mentioned statistic data are based on the last unofficial inventory of radiation ionizing sources, which was done in 2004. It is opportune that this database needs to be upgraded. 
National legal environment. The following main normative acts contain elements which forms the domestic legal environment about nuclear and radiological activities:
· Law No. 111-XVI from 11.05.2006 On safe deployment of nuclear and radiological activities;
· Law No 1163-XIV from 26.07.2000 On export-import-re-export and transit of strategic goods;
· Law No. 1513-XII from 16.06.93 On sanitary and epidemiology assurance of population;
· Law No. 451-XV from 30.07.2001 On licensing of certain kinds of activities; 
· Government Decision No. 328 from 23.03.2007 about approving of the Regulation, Structure and Staff Limit of the National Agency for Regulation of Nuclear and Radiological Activities.
· Government Decision No. 748 from 03.11.1995 On Nominative Component of the National Committee for Radiation Protection;
· Government Decision No. 1297 from 27.11.2007 On approving of the Memorandum of cooperation and technical assistance in nuclear and radiological security between Government of GUAM member-state signed in Baku on June, 19, 2007;
·  Government Decision No. 606 from 15.05.2002 On National System of control of export, re-export, import and transit of strategic goods in the republic of Moldova;
· Government Decision No. 477 from 19.05.2007 On national network about observation and laboratory control of environment pollution with radioactive, poisonous, high toxic substances and bacteriological means. 
· Radiation protection basic norms. Hygienic rules and requirements. In force from March, 23, 2001.
· Government Decision No. 1017 from 01.09.2008 On National Register of Radiation Ionizing Sources and of authorized physical and juridical persons.

· Government Decision No. 212 from 13.03.2009 On Regulation of Authorization of Nuclear and Radiological Activity.

· Government Decision No. 1220 from 30.10.2008 On Regulation of Control and State Supervision of Nuclear and Radiological Activities.
National regulatory infrastructure. The Republic of Moldova became independent state in 1992 after the collapse of the USSR. The field of radiation protection and nuclear safety and security in the country was regulated until 1997 by the legislation of the former USSR. The first national law regarding radiation protection and nuclear safety was adopted on December 1997. According to the laws, the regulatory system was split among five national regulatory authorities: Ministry of Health, Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources, State Service on Standards and Metrology and Department of Emergency Situations. The licenses were issued by the Chamber of Licensing, but most of radiation facilities required previously two authorizations for operation: from the Ministry of Health and from the State Service on Standards and Metrology. 
Establishment of an independent and efficient regulatory authority with adequate infrastructure and resources was recognized as government priority last two years. In these view, in the May, 11, 2006 was approved the new law “On safe deployment of nuclear and radiological activities". According to this law, the Government approved the Decision regarding establishes of a single regulatory body – the National Agency of Regulation of the Nuclear Activities and of the Activities with Ionizing Radiation Sources (further the Agency). The Agency is affiliate to the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources, but with the necessary financial and decision independence in the matter. According to the approved Regulation, the Agency is responsible for the authorization, review and assessment on regulation and other normative acts, inspection and enforcement. However, issuing, suspending or revoking of licenses for activities with radioactive sources I-III categories remains in the competence of the Chamber of Licensing.  Therefore other components of respective infrastructure are Chamber of Licensing. Current legislative basis is supported also with Basis Radiation Protection Norms approved by the Ministry of Health in 2000 (in force from the April, 2001), which are in good correspondence with IAEA BSS and serve as one of the guides for the activities of the Agency and Users. Those, an important component of the infrastructure are Ministry of Health.
Authorization. The authorization will be issuing if beneficiaries respects fully conditions of legal acts and norms in matter. Authorization is delivered under the form of license or certificate of registration, depending on categorization of used radioactive source. Certificate of registration is issued by the Agency, but the license – by the Chamber of Licensing on the base of written notification of the Agency. A license may be issued for of activities with radioactive sources from I-III categories for maximum five years. All services offered by the Agency to the licensees are free of charge. The procedures of authorization of different activities are in the stage of the elaboration. 

Inspection. A specialized inspection department is established by the new law too. This department is in the framework of the Agency and is subordinate direct to the General Director. The inspector has the right to perform inspections in addition of those already performed by the labor inspection and by the Center of Preventive Medicine, who are not specifically focused on radiation safety issues. Domestic legislation suggests that all mentioned inspections are recommended to perform simultaneously. Recently was approved the Regulation about the inspection in the nuclear and radiological fields.
Radioactive waste management has been improved in the last years through upgrading the radioactive waste repository (typical RADON facility of the former USSR) from the Chisinau City. It was commissioned in 1961 and consists essentially of four reinforced concrete vaults of 120 m3 each. Two of which are filled were closed in 1965 and 1990 respectively. The third was about 70% filled when it was closed in 1996 upon IAEA recommendations. The facility has been upgraded and included the assurance of pre-treatment (segregation), treatment and conditioning of solid and liquid waste, the establishment of subsurface temporary storage of spent high-activity sealed sources and QC techniques. Also the environmental monitoring surrounding the repository has been established. The upgrading meets existing and future demands for radioactive waste management in accordance with international standards and criteria. A new waste storage for the low level waste was designed and constructed. As per three parties’ initiative (USA, Russian Federation and IAEA) a new storage facility for the higher and intermediate activity of radioactive sources was commissioned, a new physical protection system was established; some high level radioactive sources were removed from the country by the IAEA and USA assistance. Categorization of radioactive waste was not done until present time. No national strategy or specific norms about management of radioactive waste was approved till present time.

Categorization of radioactive sources. In 2008 was approved by the Government the Decision no. 1017 about establishes of the National Register of ionizing sources, which reflect the categorization of ionizing sources in accordance with the IAEA Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources and in the IAEA Safety Guide # RS-G-1.9.  According to this act the Agency manages the National Register of Ionizing Radiation Sources which involves information regarding sources, licenses, licensees and operated controls. The Register is planned to be completed at the end of 2009.

Conclusions. The infrastructure of radiation protection in the Republic of Moldova, after its complete reorganization will complies with the international standards for radiation protection. All radiation and nuclear related activities will be regulated and registered by the National Agency for Regulation of Nuclear Activities and Activities. The Agency has necessary financial and decision independence in the matter. The new concept of state system for control of radioactive sources is based on the registration, licensing, on-site inspection, national source inventory and corresponds to the international standards.

International cooperation is in ascendant development. The Republic of Moldova signed the CPF, which underlined state priorities and the necessity to implement in the near future nuclear and isotope technologies in the country. The relevant for nuclear and radiological activities International Agreement and Conventions are in force in Moldova.
